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time of the commonweale, and that the Philosophers themselues did so largely speake and write of her. First of all, it is certaine that she was borne in the city of Miletvm, and was the daughter of one Axio-chus: she following the steps and example of an old curtisan of Ionia, called Thargelia, gaue  her selfe only to entertaine the greatest persons and chiefest rulers in her time.    For this Thargelia being passing faire, and carying a comely grace with her, hauing a sharpe wit and pleasant tong, she had the acquaintance and friendship of the greatest persons of all . Grece, and wanne all those that did haunt her company, to be at the king of Persiaes commaundement. So that she sowed through all the cities of Grece, great beginnings of the faction of the Medes: for they were the greatest men of power and authoritie of every city that were acquainted with her.    But as for Aspasia, some say that Pericles resorted ynto her, because she was a wise woman, and had great vnder-standing in matters of state and gouernement.    For Socrates himselfe went to -see her sometimes with his friends: and those that vsed her company also, brought their wiues many times with them to heare her talke: though her traine were, to entertaine such as would warme them by her fire.   ^Eschines writeth, that Lysicles a grasier, being before but a meane man, and of a clubbish nature, came to be the chiefe man of Athens, by frequenting the company of Aspasia, after the death of Pericles.    And to Platoes booke " intituled Menexenus, although the beginning of it be but pleasantly written, yet in that, this story is written truely : that' this Aspasia was repaired vnto by diuers of the Athenians, to learn the art of rhetorick of her. Yet notwithstanding it seemeth most likely that the affection Pericles did beare her, grew rather of loue, then of any other cause.    For he was maried vnto a kinsewoman of his owne, and that before was Hip-